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Two Renault Alpine A106s on display at Zolder in 2004 

What’s it all about?  
 

      In June 2004, a party of six from the Renault  Car Club of Queensland (RCCQ) met up 
with Colin and Lyn Stark of Alpine Affaire fame and  two New Zealanders at the Alpine 
Recorde du Monde at Zolder racing circuit in Belgiu m. Organised by the Exclusive Alpine 
Club of Belgium, this was described as: 
 “Le Plus Grand Rassemblement Européen de Voitures S portives RENAULT”. 
    This was the largest meeting of Renault sports cars ever. The Recorde du Monde at 
Zolder was just what it claimed to be! There were 6 67 sporting RENAULTS of various 
types including RenaultSport, Gordinis, Alpines etc . The cars came from 52 car clubs 
from 16 different countries! The event covered thre e nights and two days, with a good 
blend of fellowship, discussion, spectacle and phys ical participation.  The range of cars 
on display was, to us RENAULT enthusiasts, almost beyond our wildest dreams. When  
those six members returned to Queensland and report ed to the club on the event, there 
was at first awe at the size of the gathering and t hen enjoyment of the photos and stories 
of the many wonderful cars displayed at Zolder. The n came the idea that resulted in 
Renault Sport & Alpine Expo – 2005!  

    RSAE 2005 sought to be “ the best RENAULT event in Australia ever”, 
and many of the hundred or so people who participat ed thought that it was just that!  

     RSAE 2005 involved a welcome function on the F riday evening, breakfast followed by 
a day run and the Official RSAE Dinner on the Satur day, then participation in the annual 
Grand Display of French Cars and a farewell BBQ on the Sunday. 
     That format proved to be so well received that  we have decided not to change it 
significantly for RSAE 2010, but to add events duri ng the following two weeks.  
 
     The Planned Itinerary for RSAE  2010  is: 
·  Friday 9 July – Welcome Function 7.00 – 9.00 pm at Robertson Gardens. Meet and 
greet fellow enthusiasts on our opening night with nibbles and a drink. You will be 



provided with your registration presentation packs.  Renault memorabilia will be on 
display. 

·  Saturday 10 July morning – Scenic Drive on some pic turesque SE Qld roads plus an 
official assembly photo shoot opportunity and lunch  at the destination. 

·  Saturday 10 July afternoon – Time out - your opport unity to be a tourist, look around, 
shop, relax..… 

·  Saturday 10 July Evening – Gala Dinner 7 pm Roberts on Gardens - includes a guest 
speaker and a Renault memorabilia auction. 

·  Sunday 11 July – A Grand Display of French Cars sta rting at 9:30 am at Brookfield 
Pony Club Showgrounds. All participants join the SE  Qld French car display and 
show their cars. This will be followed by a casual dinner for RSAE participants. 

 
     Following the traditional part of RSAE 2010, t here will be some additional events which 
are intended to be attractive to international part icipants and also locals, particularly the 
more competitive souls who want to exercise their c ars on the track!  
     The additional events are:  

·  Monday 12 July – Lakeside Track Day: An optional ev ent of sprints or regularity laps 
around this historic motor racing track which is ar guably Queensland’s best and 
most characterful. Even if you don’t want to put yo ur car on the track, come along 
and watch some special cars in action. 

·  Tues 13 to Fri 16 July – Transit to Sydney: This is  also an optional event. We will 
travel along some of the more interesting back road s between Brisbane and Sydney. 
The itinerary plans to include the opportunity to p articipate in runs at hill-climb 
tracks at Grafton and Kempsey. 
The exact itinerary for this period is still to be finalized. 

·  Sunday 18 July – Sydney All French Car Day: Attend the RCCA’s big day rounding 
out an enjoyable week of all things Renault. 

·  More driving excursions, depending on interest, for  those returning to Queensland, 
using a different route for a real Australian outba ck experience. 

 
What’s the big fuss about RENAULT?  
 

     Who won the world’s first motor racing Grand P rix?  Answer – RENAULT!  
     Who has won the Monte Carlo Rallye seven times ? Answer - RENAULT!  
     Who has won well over one hundred Formula 1 Gr and Prix races? - Answer – RENAULT!  

     Who won the Paris – Trouville, Paris – Ostend and Paris – Ramboulliet races in 1899, the 
Paris – Bordeaux and Toulouse – Paris races in 1900 , The Pau Grand Prix and the Paris – 
Berlin race in 1901 …..……....., a 48 hour World Rec ord in 1934 …….….…, the Le Mans 24 
Hour Endurance race in 1978………….…the Formula 1 manu facturers’ championship in 
2005 and 2006 and lots lots more? – Answer – RENAULT!   
    We could fill this and a dozen more newsletters  with details of some of the major 
sporting achievements of Renault, but you should by  now have the message! Renault is a 
very high achiever in motor sport!  
     The real achievement of Renault though is with  its ordinary cars, which are all anything 
but ordinary! 
    We believe that the Renault product is outstand ing. No other manufacturer offers the 
same blend of driving pleasure, practicality, comfo rt, equipment, economy of operation, 
reliability, longevity and sheer pizzazz as Renault , and all at a very affordable price. Every 
Renault is “a good drive”, but the really stunningl y brilliant cars to drive are the current 
RenaultSport cars, the previous Gordinis, Alpines a nd the many other sporting Renaults. 
There are many many Renaults which are so good that  they are almost impossible to drive 
without a smile on your face. With some, the smile almost needs to be surgically removed! 
That’s what the big fuss about Renault is! 



One Man’s Renault 
 
    Al Kelly is one of the many Renault enthusiasts  in the Renault Car Club of Queensland 
(RCCQ). Below, Al tells the story of his much loved  classic Renault, an Alpine A110. 

 

For RCCQ member Al Kelly the dream to own and rally an Alpine A110 was born in 1974, when Bob 
Watson brought an ex-factory car to Canberra and won the Don Capasco Rally. At that time Al was 
rallying an R1134 R8 Gordini and whilst the R8s were arguably past their prime at National and State 
Championship level, they were still very popular at Club level. Renault was still basking in the glory 
of winning the 1970 Australian Rally Championship and numerous state championships, whilst in 
1973, Alpine Renault had won the inaugural World Rally Championship for Manufacturers. Watson’s 
A110 was the very same car Bernard Darniche had driven to victory in the tough Moroccan Rally that 
year. 
 

In 1978 Al moved on from Renaults (the Gordini by this time was in its third shell) and in 1985 he 
competed in what he thought would be his last rally, going out in style in the navigator’s seat with a 
second place in the “Navigator’s Nightmare Rally.” A move to Queensland with a career change in 
1987 followed, and then finally retirement at the end of 2004. By this time his sister had hooked up 
with one Keith Fackrell, a prominent member of Brisbane’s rally scene, and Al’s interest in the sport 
was rekindled. He began to think about what sort of car he might use to get back into it and considered 
a return to R8 Gordinis. 
 

A chance encounter at a motorkhana resurrected the dream of rallying an A110 and led him to Colin 
Stark of Melbourne’s Alpine Affaire. Colin put him onto Nigel Russell in Auckland who happened to 
have two Dinalapins from Mexico for sale. Jumping at the chance, within a week Al had been to 
Auckland, driven one of them and put down a deposit. The beautiful little blue car arrived in Brisbane 
in June 2005. 
 

Over the next year, at brother-in-law Keith’s rally preparation business KCF Rallysport, the car was 
stripped, refurbished and prepared for its first rally. It now had a bumper-to-bumper, sill-to-sill 
undershield made from hardened aluminium alloy, lightweight fibreglass panels, rally seats, WRC six-
point safety harnesses, and a six-point CAMS-approved full rollcage (comprised of about 20 metres of 
cold-drawn seamless steel tube). However, the powerplant was a fairly standard R12 motor hooked up 
to a four-speed box. The car was left in its blue paint, and given the livery of Ove Andersson’s car 
number 28 which won the 1971 Monte Carlo Rally. Fittingly, the registration number is OVE-28. 

 



Overheating issues plagued the car, even after a custom aluminium radiator was fitted at the front, and 
other reliability issues arose, meaning just two finishes from six starts. After a dropped valve 
destroyed the engine in June 2007, the car was pulled off the road and the transformation to a replica 
of a Group 4 Factory A110 was begun – the dream was finally to be realised in full. Bigger brakes, an 
1800cc motor and a five-speed box were fitted, and the colour-scheme was changed to the familiar 
tricoleur of blue, white and red that adorned the factory cars in 1973. In fact the livery is modelled on 
Darniche’s car from the 1973 Rallye du Maroc. 
 

The new motor started life in a Renault 15, but now has a set of Mecaparts pistons and liners with an 
82.5mm bore and 84mm stroke giving 1796cc with a compression ratio of 12:1 (it runs on Elf102 
racing fuel delivered by twin 45mm DCOE sidedraft Webers). The R16 head was extensively 
reworked by Liddle’s in Brisbane and has custom stainless steel valves, phophor-bronze guides, 
Datsun seats and double springs. The cam was ground by Waggott’s to an R12 Gordini competition 
spec by Collier’s; and the flywheel has had 1.9kg removed while the clutch is standard. The oil pump 
is R18 and the sump is R15 with a custom baffle to prevent oil surge; the starter motor is a hi-torque 
unit modified for rallying. An electronics package has been added to provide a better spark and allow a 
limit to be put on engine rpm. As with so much on this car, the exhaust is custom, but Al’s not happy 
with it, so a new one will be made in due course. 
 

The gearbox originally came from an R10, but was modified to a five-speed by David Hicks in SA, 
then rebuilt for Al by Rob Sealey in Melbourne. Like the motor, it’s a “bitsa” with the crownwheel 
and pinion coming from an R5 while the gears are from an R18 supplied by Richard Mann. Then 
there’s a Mecaparts end-housing, and bits from an early R8 box donated by Rhys Nolan in New 
Zealand. It has custom “World Cup” side mounts designed to withstand the rigours of the rough rally 
roads. 
 

As this goes to press the finishing touches are being put to the car and it is expected to be competing in 
events in south east Queensland this year. 
 

Al will be proudly displaying his historic forest racer at the RSAE in July.  
 

But I don’t own a sporting Renault and I 
can’t spare two weeks! 

 
     You don’t need to own a sporting 
Renault to be part of RSAE 2010 and you 
certainly don’t have to participate in all 
events!  
     You can ‘mix and match’ events as you 
please. Whether you come to all events or 
just a few, you will be made very 
welcome. Also, it doesn’t matter what you 
drive, you are still welcome to participate.  
     All you need is an interest in sporting 
Renaults. All RENAULT cars and 
RENAULT enthusiasts are cordially  
invited.  You don’t need to have a Gordini, 
RenaultSport, Alpine or any other 
sporting Renault.  

It doesn’t matter if you drive a family friendly Sc enic, a luxurious Laguna, a cute historic 
such as a 4CV or anything else including other make s. 
If you are interested in all or any of the activiti es of RSAE 2010, you can still 
take part and be assured of a warm welcome.  

 



Interested? 
 
     ‘Early Bird’ registration forms will be availa ble in the near future, but registration is not 
required just yet. In the meantime, please advise u s of your interest so you’ll be put on 
our emailing list for updates on RSAE 2010. 
     Also, determine your work/holiday plans & cons ider booking your accommodation 
early. 
     It may help to keep an eye on the various foru ms, including: 
http://renaultinaus.17.forumer.com/  
     Our regular RSAE Newsletters will keep you inf ormed about the event and tell you of 
some of the Renaults that we are so enthusiastic ab out.    
 

     We would like to provide everybody with regular 
updates on RSAE 2010, but for that, we need your na me 
and email address!!  
 

Questions?  
 
     Contact us at ‘ enquiry@renaultclubqld.com.au’ or telephone Ian Both (07) 3279 0509 or 
Phil Harrison (0419 885513). 
      
 

RSAE 2010 - the best RENAULT event in 
Australia ever.  

 
RenaultSport Megane 250 leads the opposition again!!  


