Newsletter # 2 05 Feb 2010

Renault Soorte 1pine Expo

Brisbane — 9 July to 25 July 2010
For those who missed Newsletter #1!

In June 2004, a party of six from the Renault  Car Club of Queensland (RCCQ) attended
the Alpine Recorde du Monde _ at Zolder racing circuit in Belgium.
This was the largest meeting ever of Renault s  ports cars ever, with 667 RenaultSport,
Gordinis, Alpines etc, from 52 car clubs and 16 dif  ferent countries!
With the Alpine Recorded u Monde as inspiratio  n, the RCCQ held the very successful
Renault Sport & Alpine Expo — 2005! We now plan an  even larger event, the RSAE — 2010!
The Planned ltinerary for RSAE 2010 is:
Friday 9 July — Welcome Function 7.00 — 9.00 pm.
Saturday 10 July — Scenic Drive on some picturesque SE QId roads with an official
assembly photo shoot and lunch at the destination.
Saturday 10 July Evening — Gala Dinner 7 pm Roberts  on Gardens - includes a guest
speaker and a Renault memorabilia auction.
Sunday 11 July — A Grand Display of French Cars sta  rting at 9:30 am at Brookfield
Pony Club Showgrounds, followed by a casual dinner for RSAE participants.
Optional additional events are:

- Monday 12 July — Lakeside Track Day: A sprint event  at historic Lakeside circuit.
Tuesday 13 to Friday 16 July — Transit to Sydney al ong some interesting back roads
perhaps with the opportunity for runs at hill-climb tracks at Grafton and Kempsey.
Sunday 18 July — Sydney All French Car Day.

More driving excursions for those returning to Quee nsland, using a different route
for a real Australian outback experience.

Will the Renault Sport Megane 250 be released in time for RSAE-2010? The Renault Sport
Clio 197 and Renault Sport Megane dCi will certainly be there!




Where did it start?

You can trace RENAULT victories in major motor sporting events back for more than 100 years,
to the time when the nimble and efficient RENAULT voiturettes made many of the larger and
more powerful cars look clumsy and stupid. Times haven’'t changed much!

In this newsletter, we look at the first production Alpine, the famous A106. Before the A106,
RENAULT had produced the R1063 version of the
famous 4CV sedan or RENAULT 750 as many
Australians will know it. For all of you who thought
that the Mini- Cooper or the R8 Gordini was the first
sporting sedan offered by a major manufacturer, you
need to go back a further decade to the time when
RENAULT virtually invented the affordable sporting
sedan.

The R1063 pictured to the left had its own victories
and a later newsletter will deal with those. However, a
young garage proprietor by the name of Jean Redele
in Dieppe in France thought that he could do better,
so in 1955 the A106 was born.

Jean Redele had raced with great success, a 4CV
incorporating many of his own modifications,

including a special five speed gearbox to replace the standard three speed unit. His class wins

included the Mille Miglia and the Coupe des Alpes. He built a number of special versions based
on 4CV mechanicals, but with aluminium bodies, and raced these at Le Mans and Sebring.

His success on the track brought him customers for his modified 4CVs and the aluminium

bodied cars. In 1954 Jean Redele founded the Society Anonyme des Automobiles Alpine and

set about limited production of a new sports coupe based on the 4CV. He chose the name

Alpine because of his successes in the Coupe des Alpes!

This turned out to be an unfortunate choice of names, because unknown to him, the Rootes

Group had released the Sunbeam Alpine in the previous year and had registered the name

Alpine in Great Britain and certain other countries. This was to cause both Jean Redele and

RENAULT heartache in later years.

Jean Redele realised that for
production in volume, hand
beaten aluminium bodies would
be too expensive. He still wanted
a light but strong body, so he
consulted the Chappe brothers,
who were pioneers in the use of
glass fibre reinforced polyester
for items traditionally constructed
from metal. Here was a form of
construction that was light,
strong, corrosion resistant and
ideally suited to economical
small volume manufacture. The
fiberglass bodied A106 pictured
to the left was released in
January 1955. This was blessed
with a handsome coupe body in
place of the sedan body of the
4CV. The A106 had a lower centre of gravity and lower drag coefficient as well as less frontal
area, and not surprisingly, the A106 had a much higher top speed than the R1063. The A106
performed brilliantly in a wide range of competitions including the Le Mans 24 Hours race and
the Mille Miglia.



The A106 was progressively developed over a period of six years and a number of different
versions available:

A106 Normale with 21 ch SAE and 120 km/h top speed

A106 Speciale with 30 ch SAE and 145 km/h top speed

A106 Mille Miles with 38 ch SAE and 153 km/h top speed
These performances may seem mundane in 2010 but almost sixty years ago in a France which
was still recovering economically from the destruction suffered during the World War II, a nimble
A106 Normale would see off most cars on the road and by the standards of the day, an Alpine
Mille Miles was almost stunningly quick over tight windy roads.
The specification even an A106 Normale was very advanced for the 1950s, particularly
considering that it was based on affordable production car mechanical parts. The engine had an
aluminium cylinder head with hardened steel valve seat inserts, a high mounted camshaft with
short and light pushrods, good cooling and a stiff fully balanced crankshaft. The all independent
coil spring suspension was advanced when you consider that most manufacturers at that time
still used solid rear axles with ‘cart springs’. In the 1950s, Ford still produced cars with a solid
axle at the front as well!
The brakes on the A106 Normale were virtually standard 4CV brakes, and they worked very
well too! .RENAULT road cars all had brakes designed for hard work without fade.
Remember that this was an era when brake fade was a standard feature of most cars,
particularly those of American design or heritage.
It is interesting to note that RENAULT with the 4CV was a leader in the adoption of wide rims
and fat tyres, even though they look incredibly skinny to our eyes today. From its release in
1946, a 4CV was equipped with135 mm (5.20") section tyres on 4” X 15” rims. By comparison,
an early model 48/215 (FX) Holden was equipped with 5.50” tyres on 3.5” rims, although it
weighed almost twice as much. Yes, a 4CV had wider rims than the contemporary Holden!

Also, RENAULT and Alpine , coming from the home of Michelin, the inventor of radial tyres,
were early adopters of radials at a time when most of the rest of the world had hardly heard of
them.

It speaks volumes for the basic strength and advanced but sound design of the 4CV (and
RENAULT cars ever since), that many standard parts could be used without modification in
cars which were often subjected to frantic cornering and braking and to flat out running for up to
24 hours at a time.



A specification sheet for an A106 Speciale appears below.

A106 Specification

Manufacturer: Renault-Alpine Class: F
Model: A.106 (747 cc)
DESCRIPTION:
Fiberglass Coupe, Cabriolet, and "Berlinette Tour De France"
Dry Weight: 530Kg (1166 Ibs)
ENGINE: TYpe wvveeeis 4 cyl ohv in line
Bore & stroke ..... 54.5mm x 80mm
Capacity .......... 747 cc
Combustion Volume.. 27 cc
Head material ..... Aluminum Alloy
Port size ......... Intake 37mm, Exhaust 37mm
Piston material ... Aluminum
Piston weight ..... 0.295Kg, compete
Timing data: Intake .... Open 20° BTDC, Close 60° ABDC
Exhaust ... Open 60° BBDC, Close 20° ATDC
Valve lift: .......
Valve head dia:
Intake .... 34 mm
Exhaust ... 30 mm
Valve spring ......
Carburation ....... One or Two Weber 36DCL
TRANSMISSION AND DRIVE TRAIN:
Ratios:
1 37/10
2 41/17 40/15 40/18
3 37/22  40/20 33/28
4 32/25 35/23 33/28
5 31/30 35/28 30/31 31/28 33/29
Final drive ratios: 29/7, 33/9, 33/7, 33/6, 35/9, 35/8

CHASSIS

Wheelbase ................... 2100mm

Track dimension, front ...... 1225mm

Track dimension, rear ....... 1220mm
Shock absorber .............. Telescopic
Steering ratio ..............

Brakes ......cccccceeeiinns 1 or 2 leading shoe
Tire size .....cco.u..... 135-145 x 380, 135-155

Another Man’'s Renault

In Newsletter #1, RCCQ Club Member Al Kelly tol
Renault, an Alpine A110. This prompted his friends

Alpine story!

drum type - 228x35mm
x 380, 135-145 x 400

d us about his much loved classic
Sonja and Ernst Luthi to tell us their

Sydneysiders Sonja and Ernst Luthi’s story of brigdoinalpin chassis No 1300-VA-00000000467, first
registered in Mexico on 10 January 1972 back sob#gan back in February 2007, when Ernst hadrtiesta
buy a car with a rally pedigree.
Ernst continues the story...

My wife Sonja and | were preparing to participatelie Tour section of Targa Tasmania and | wasithgn
about what car would be suitable to enter the 2@@8petition section. It had to be a car that waghihe
investment one has to make in preparing a caiafondc rallying and it had to be something spe8althe idea



was born to search for an Alpine A110, a car thatiember well from my childhood. A quick searctilod
internet revealed that there were not too manyl@wai but there was an ad by Nigel Russell in NealZnd.
A quick email revealed that the car in question &lagady gone, but Nigel happened to have a spara tis
shed, a 1300 Dinalpin recently imported from Mexiebotos were emailed across the Tasman, revealing
fairly reasonably looking car in Naranja (red). &telwas arranged to view the car and in March 280iija
and | flew to Auckland to meet Nigel and view tlee.cAfter some discussions, an offer was made and w
became the proud owners of No 467.

An Alpine A110 similar to No. 467

So on 11 December 2007, just in time for Christthascar arrived in Sydney to begin its long jourteyards
becoming a tarmac rally car. Thorough analysisatgewhat was more-or-less expected. New floorsemo
body work, motor worn out, gearbox worn out, mareds kaputzki than working.......... Luckily we had
planned a full renovation anyway.

The work included:

* Engine rebuilt to race specifications, with spetiatjed pistons, ported and polished, fully balahce
Special hardened cam and cam followers.

Engine machined to accept larger cylinder linextereding to 76 x 77mm or 1397cc

R11 head with 2 Weber 40DCOE sidedraughts fitted,

New ceramic coated extractors and exhaust system

Gearbox rebuilt staying with 4 speed

Front changed to take a front mounted radiatoreaddcent spare wheel

Front converted from two lights to four; flared véharches

Bigger vented brakes

Front and back end rebuilt

Rebuilt electricals

New wheels (5.5” front, 6.5” back) and tyres
CAMS-approved rollcage and 6 point harnesses, gesmiats

As usual, projects take longer and are more corglétthan anticipated, so Targa Tasmania 2009 aache
went without us. But in June 2008, the car tookitimg journey from Melbourne back &ydney under itewn

Floors rebuilt and strengthened to accept racs seat provide enough headspace for somebody 1&fcm t



steam. Since then the car has participated in tagsic navigational rallies and a few track dayse €ntry for
Targa Tasmania 201@vw.targatasmania.com.phas been accepted and the countdown has bedgL® w2l
see the red beast participate in more classiesalinotorkhanas and super sprints as we prepatiesforitimate
adventure: Targa Tasmania.

Thank you Steve Kalenderian for a superb job withliodywork and the mechanicals and to David Gdiie
sorting out the front and back end and the Webers.

We look forward to catching up with other Alpiniststhe RSAE in July.

Interested?

An ‘Early Bird’ registration form has been tra  nsmitted to you along with this
Newsletter. Even if you are not ready to completet  he Registration Form just yet,please let
us know that you are interested so that we can put you on our emailing list for updates
on RSAE 2010.

Also, determine your work/holiday plans & cons ider booking your accommodation
early. It may help to keep an eye on the various fo  rums, including:
http://renaultinaus.17.forumer.com/

Our regular RSAE Newsletters will keep you inf ~ ormed about the event and tell you of
some of the Renaults that we are so enthusiasticab  out.

We would like to provide everybody with regular
updates on RSAE 2010, but for that, we need your na me
and email address!!

Questions?

Contact us at * enquiry@renaultclubgld.com.au”  or telephone Ian Both (07) 3279 0509 or
Phil Harrison (0419 885513).

RSAE 2010- the bestRENAULT event In
Australia ever.

Sport



